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Michael Stanley Byczek was the son of Martin Byczek and Maryanna Dudek. He was born in the Bridgeport neighborhood of Chicago, IL on August 3, 1917 while his 
parents were living at 1362 W. Fuller. The family lived in a few different buildings near Hillock and Short during Michael’s youth, but are most associated with the two-flat 
they owned at 2816 S. Short. Michael was baptized at St. Barbara Catholic church. The Byczek surname is associated with some of the earliest Polish settlers in 
Bridgeport. Several of Martin Byczek and Maryanna (Dudek) Byczek’s aunts and uncles had arrived in the neighborhood during the 1880s. The middle name of Stanley is 
attributed to his uncle Stanley Dudek who had lived with the family on Short Street. Prior to World War II, Michael had various jobs, such as at local factories and as a 
“hustler” for a printing company. Martin and Maryanna Byczek owned a farm in Roselawn, Indiana during the 1940s. They and their children, including Michael, divided 
their time between Bridgeport and the Indiana farm. 

Marie Catherine Flanagan was born on August 3, 1923. Michael and Marie shared the same birthday. Marie was the daughter of Martin J. Flanagan and Marie T. Talbot. 
Martin Flanagan was a World War I veteran who served in France with the 23rd Engineers, known as the Road Builders of the American Expeditionary Forces. Marie 
Talbot’s grandparents, William and Julia Rooney, were prominent early settlers of Chicago dating back to 1835. The name Marie is attributed to her mother and middle 
name of Catherine for her grandmother Kittie Rooney who married Edward H. Talbot at Holy Name Cathedral in 1880. Marie Flanagan had a twin sister Anna, named for 
Martin’s mother, who passed away shortly after birth. Marie was born while the family lived at 3029 W. 41st Street in the Brighton Park neighborhood. She was baptized at 
St. Agnes Catholic church, also in Brighton Park. Marie Flanagan’s godfather, her mother’s first cousin, served as the deputy clerk of the former Chicago Municipal Court 
when his brother was a judge. The Flanagan family briefly lived in Gage Park prior to settling in Bridgeport, the neighborhood where Marie Talbot had lived with her uncle 
John Rooney for about 14 years prior to her marriage to Martin Flanagan. Marie Flanagan’s employment was typically part-time “on-demand” work (as would be 
described in today’s economy), such as a cashier and where help was needed in local businesses (i.e. tavern).  

Michael S. Byczek served in the Army during World War II as a Private First Class with the 81st Division (Infantry), known as the “Wildcats”. The Wildcats were involved 
with military operations on the Pacific islands of Angaur and Peleliu. Michael operated a machine gun in the Heavy Weapons company (M) of the 3rd Battalion in the 
321st Regiment. He was injured during an amphibious maneuver while training in New Caledonia while the Wildcats were en route to the Philippines. One of his fingers 
was amputated after receiving initial medical treatment. Michael remained in the Army for the duration of the war, performing light duties as a result of the injury. He had 
joined the military on June 18, 1942 at the age of 24 and was discharged on January 18, 1946 (28 years old). Upon returning home to Chicago, Michael S. Byczek worked 
for the State of Illinois as a grain inspector. He remained in that position through retirement.  

Michael S. Byczek (33) and Marie Flanagan (27) were married at St. Bridget’s in Bridgeport on November 4, 1950. The Flanagan apartment located at 2888 S. Archer and 
Martin Byczek’s home on Hillock and Bonfield was about two blocks apart. Michael was temporarily living in McKinley Park with his brother near 36th and Marshfield 
during this period, but also spent time with his father on Hillock. Michael S. and Marie Byczek had four children. Their eldest, a son, Michael M. Byczek married  
Betty A. Bykowski in 1974 at St. Helen’s in the Ukrainian Village neighborhood. They are Michael E. Byczek’s parents. From Marie (Flanagan) Byczek’s perspective, her 
father, husband, and eldest son Michael M. Byczek (Naval Air Reservist) all served in the military.  
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Michael S. Byczek had the nickname “Gooey Sam” after a local restaurant, which was also shortened to just “Sam”. Marie (Flanagan) Byczek was also called “Maggie”. 
They initially lived at 2917 S. Bonfield after the wedding in 1950 and spent a few years next door at 2921 S. Bonfield prior to purchasing a home at 2520 S. Stark. 
Michael’s father and Marie’s mother both passed away while living at the Stark Street residence. Michael S. and Marie Byczek acquired ownership of a tavern and banquet 
hall on Lyman and Farrell, which they operated from about 1965-1972 under the name “Marie’s Tap”. The original house that had been on the property, and later moved, 
was the site of St. Mary of Perpetual Help’s first church in the 1880s. Michael’s parents Martin Byczek and Maryanna Dudek were married at the present-day site of the 
church in 1907 near 32nd and Morgan. The Byczek family moved from Bridgeport during the 1970s after the property on Lyman and Farrell was sold in 1973. They lived 
in a few different houses prior to purchasing a home at 2242 W. Garfield Blvd in the Gage Park neighborhood in 1975. 

Marie (Flanagan) Byczek’s great-grandfather Thomas Talbot ran a saloon in the South Loop on 17th and Wentworth at the time of the 1871 Chicago Fire. It is where her 
grandfather Edward Talbot lived at the time of his 1880 wedding to Kittie Rooney at Holy Name Cathedral. Michael M. Byczek, great-grandson of Edward Talbot, was 
living at his parent’s tavern in Bridgeport when he met his future wife Betty Bykowski. Michael M. and Betty Byczek purchased a two-flat at 2939 S. Bonfield in 
Bridgeport in 1979. Michael S. and Marie Byczek moved into an apartment on the first floor shortly after their grandson Michael E. Byczek was born the following year. 
Their home on Garfield was sold in 1981. Michael S. and Marie Byczek remained at 2939 S. Bonfield until 1986 when unexpected medical and health challenges altered 
their long-term plans. Both returned to 2939 S. Bonfield on an intermittent basis.  

Michael S. Byczek passed away in Oak Lawn, IL on December 17, 1992 at the age of 75. Marie (Flanagan) Byczek passed away on March 5, 1996, also in Oak Lawn. She 
was 72 years old. Both of their funerals were held at St. Barbara in Bridgeport. They are buried together at Resurrection Cemetery in Justice, IL in the Martin and 
Maryanna Byczek family plot.  

Byczek and Flanagan Families on Bonfield Street 

There is a unique connection between the Byczek and Flanagan families with Bonfield Street in the Bridgeport neighborhood of Chicago. Bonfield Street is three blocks in 
length from Hillock to 31st St. 

The Martin and Maryanna Byczek family lived at 2734 S. Bonfield during the 1930s. Martin lived at 2726 S. Hillock Ave. after Maryanna’s death in 1949 through the 
early 1960s, located at the T-intersection with Bonfield Street. Several members of the Byczek family lived on or near the intersection of Bonfield throughout the decades. 
Michael S. and Marie Byczek lived at 2917 S. Bonfield after their wedding, where their son Michael M. Byczek was born. The family moved next door at  
2921 S. Bonfield where they resided for the next few years. Michael M. Byczek returned to Bonfield Street in 1979 when he and his wife Betty purchased a two-flat 
located at 2939 S. Bonfield, where their children Michael E. Byczek and Katherine S. Byczek were born. Michael S. and Marie Byczek lived in the building during the 
1980s and 1990s. As of 2026, Michael M. and Betty Byczek still reside in the same building after 47 years along with their son Michael E. Byczek. All three generations of 
Michael Byczek have a Bonfield Street birth certificate. Maryanna (Dudek) Byczek filed a delayed birth certificate for her son Michael S. Byczek in 1935 while the family 
lived at 2734 S. Bonfield. The address for her grandson Michael M. Byczek was 2917 S. Bonfield in 1951. Her great-grandson Michael E. Byczek was 2939 S. Bonfield in 
1980. Both Michael M. Byczek and his son Michael E. Byczek were baptized at St. Bridget’s, the same church where Michael S. Byczek and Marie Flanagan were married 
in 1950. Michael S. Byczek was his grandson Michael E. Byczek’s godfather at the baptism. 

The Martin and Marie Flanagan family also have a unique connection to Bonfield Street. Marie (Talbot) Flanagan filed a delayed birth certificate for her daughter Marie in 
1943 while the family lived at 2856 S. Archer. The building was located on Archer at the T-intersection with Bonfield. Michael S. Byczek and Marie C. Flanagan both had 
delayed birth certificates filed when their families lived on (or at the intersection of) Bonfield Street. All three generations of Byczek and Flanagan families have a 
Bonfield Street birth certificate: Michael S. Byczek & Marie (Flanagan) Byczek, Michael M. Byczek, and Michael E. Byczek. Both Martin Flanagan and Marie (Talbot) 
Flanagan’s funerals were held at St. Bridget’s church. When Martin Flanagan passed away in 1947, the family lived at 2888 S. Archer, which was in a block of buildings 
on the corner of Archer and Bonfield (the street is offset north and south of Archer). All four Flanagan generations lived within one-half block of Archer and Bonfield at 
some point between the early 1940s and present-day: Martin Flanagan & Marie (Talbot) Flanagan, Marie (Flanagan) Byczek, Michael M. Byczek, and Michael E. Byczek. 
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1950 Marriage License - Chicago, IL 
(LQ copy) 
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Marriage Certificate (Transcript Summary) 
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St. Bridget’s (Bridgeport - Chicago, IL) on Archer and Arch (photo from 1911) 
Source: chicagoancestors.org 

[1] Funerals for Martin Flanagan and Marie (Talbot) Flanagan; [2] Marie Flanagan and Michael S. Byczek marriage;  
[3] Michael M. Byczek’s baptism and education; and [4] Michael E. Byczek’s baptism. 

 
St. Bridget’s Church in Bridgeport 
Archer and Arch 
Photo from 1911 

Funeral for Martin Flanagan and Marie (Talbot) Flanagan 
Marriage for Marie Flanagan and Michael S. Byczek 
Baptisms for Michael M. Byczek and Michael E. Byczek 
School for Michael M. Byczek 
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1935 Delayed Birth Certificate 

Date of birth was listed as 8/3/1916, which was a mistake for 8/3/1917 
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Family were living at 1362 Fuller when Michael was born in 1917 
(unless a mistake for 1364, where Martin’s brother John Byczek lived) 

They lived at 2734 Bonfield in 1935 when the birth certificate was filed 
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1362 Fuller - Bridgeport (Chicago, IL) 
Building is located on the corner of Fuller and Short 

2816 Short is a few houses down the block (towards the right of this image) 
Photo Credit: Michael E. Byczek. Copyright 2022. 

Michael S. Byczek and Marie C. Flanagan - Michael E. Byczek (3rd Ed) Page  of 8 73



 

 1917 Baptism for Michael S. Byczek from St. Barbara  
 Godparents are John Dwojak and Maria Kurek  
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St. Barbara - Bridgeport (Chicago, IL) 
[1] Baptism of Michael S. Byczek; [2] Funerals for Martin Byczek and Maryanna (Dudek) Byczek;  

[3] Funerals for Michael S. Byczek and Marie (Flanagan) Byczek; and [4] Michael M. Byczek education 
Photo Credit: Michael E. Byczek. Copyright 2022. 

Michael S. Byczek and Marie C. Flanagan - Michael E. Byczek (3rd Ed) Page  of 10 73



 

1923 Birth Certificate of Marie Flanagan 
Filed in 1943 - Family was living at 2856 Archer 
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3029 W. 41st St - Brighton Park (Chicago, IL) 
Cook County Assessor Website 
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Baptism for Marie Flanagan at St. Agnes Church (Pershing and Washtenaw) in Chicago, IL 
Godparents were Edward Rooney and Mary Rooney. 

There were multiple Rooney relatives named Edward and Mary, but these are most likely Marie’s first cousins with whom she lived with for 14 years 
Edward Rooney was the deputy clerk of the Chicago Municipal Court when his brother John J. Rooney was a judge. 
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St. Agnes Church (Brighton Park - Chicago, IL) on Pershing and Washtenaw (photo dated 1913) 
This was also the Patrick and Anna Flanagan (Martin’s parents) family church when they first moved to McKinley Park 

Source: explore.chicagocollections.org 

 

St. Agnes Church in Brighton Park 
Corner of Pershing and Washtenaw - 1913 

Sources say built in 1905, but the Flanagan were parishioners in the 
1890’s. Possible an earlier church was torn down.  

This was the building where Marie Flanagan was baptized in1923.  

Patrick and Anna baptized daughters 
Catherine (1895), Margaret (1897), and Agnes (1901) 
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1950 Census - Marie Flanagan 
2888 S. Archer (Bridgeport neighborhood - Chicago) 
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Marie Flanagan is living with her mother and brother at 2888 S. Archer 
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1950 Census - Michael S. Byczek 
3657 S. Marshfield (McKinley Park neighborhood - Chicago) 
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Michael S. Byczek was living with one of his brothers at 3657 S. Marshfield 
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3657 S. Marshfield (McKinley Park - Chicago, IL) 
Photo Credit: Michael E. Byczek. Copyright 2026. 
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2888 S. Archer (Bridgeport - Chicago, IL) 
Photo Credit: Michael E. Byczek. Copyright 2022. 
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Michael S. Byczek Death Certificate 
The September 29, 1917 date of birth appears in some documents, but is incorrect 
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Marie (Flanagan) Byczek Death Certificate 
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12/18/1992 - Chicago Sun-Times 

 

3/6/1996 - Chicago Sun-Times 
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Mass Card 
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Mass Card 
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Michael S. Byczek and Marie (Flanagan) Byczek are buried together in a single grave 
in the Martin and Maryanna Byczek family plot at Resurrection Cemetery in Justice, IL 

Photo Credit: Michael E. Byczek. Copyright 1996. 
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2917 and 2921 S. Bonfield St 
(Bridgeport - Chicago, IL) 

Michael S. and Marie Byczek moved into an apartment at 2917 S. Bonfield after their marriage in 1950 where their eldest son Michael M. Byczek was born the following 
year. Shortly after, the family moved next door to 2921 S. Bonfield where they lived for about five years. Michael M. Byczek and his wife Betty purchased a two flat 
located at 2939 S. Bonfield in 1979 where they still reside with their son Michael E. Byczek. Michael S. and Marie Byczek lived at 2939 S. Bonfield from about 
1980-1986 and during brief intervals until they both passed away in 1992 and 1996 respectively.  

 

1953 Chicago White Pages 
(this is the only year that the family was listed on Bonfield in the White Pages) 
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2917 S. Bonfield is the yellow brick on the left 
2921 S. Bonfield is the gray house next door with front stairs (looking down the street) 

2939 S. Bonfield is the white two-flat with trees in the center of the block on the left 
Only seven houses are between 2917 and 2939 S. Bonfield where Michael M. Byczek was born in 1951 and has lived since 1979 

Photo Credit: Michael E. Byczek. Copyright 2022. 
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2939 S. Bonfield St - Bridgeport (Chicago, IL) 
Photo Credit: Michael E. Byczek. Copyright 2024.  
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2520 S. Stark 
(Bridgeport - Chicago, IL) 

Michael S. and Marie Byczek purchased 2520 S. Stark about 1956 and remained at that house until about 1965. Marie’s mother Marie (Talbot) Flanagan and Michael’s 
father Martin Byczek both passed away while living at 2520 S. Stark in 1957 and 1963, respectively.  

The house was torn down and the entire block is currently being developed with new homes.  

 

1957 Chicago White Pages 

 

1958 Chicago White Pages 

 

1959 Chicago White Pages 
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1960 Chicago White Pages 

 

1961 Chicago White Pages 

 

1962 Chicago White Pages 

 

1963 Chicago White Pages 

 

1964 Chicago White Pages 
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1911 Sanborn Insurance Map 
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1950 Sanborn Insurance Map 
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2520 Stark - Bridgeport (Chicago, IL) 
Recent redevelopment of the area (standing near the railroad tracks looking towards Hillock) 

2520 Stark was approximately the center of the white fencing.  
Photo Credit: Michael E. Byczek. Copyright 2022. 
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New construction - 2520 S. Stark (center house) 
Photo Credit: Michael E. Byczek. Copyright 2026. 
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1938 Aerial Photograph 
Throop and Hillock is about the center of the image 

Stark is the north-south street 2nd from the right-side of the image 

Source: Illinois Historical Aerial Photography (clearinghouse.isgs.illinois.edu) 
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Michael S. and Marie Byczek received a quitclaim deed in 1979 

regarding their prior ownership of 2520 S. Stark 

Source: Cook County Clerk Recording Division 
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2881 S. Farrell 
(Bridgeport - Chicago, IL) 

Michael S. and Marie Byczek purchased the property at 2881 S. Farrell about 1965, which included a tavern with banquet hall and a residence. They primarily remained at 
the property until it was sold in 1973. For instance, they briefly lived around the corner in 1971. 

The original two-flat on the property was used as the first church for St. Mary of Perpetual Help in the 1880s before the building was moved to the church’s current site 
near 32nd and Morgan.  

Albin Rutkowski built the tavern and banquet hall at 2881 Farrell in 1911 and was the first tavern keeper at that location.  

 

1966 Chicago White Pages 

 

1968 Chicago White Pages 

 

1969 Chicago White Pages 
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1970 Chicago White Pages 

 

1972 Chicago White Pages 
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The 75th Anniversary Book for St. Mary of Perpetual Help described the original location on Lyman and Farrell 
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Present-day building on the NE corner of Lyman and Farrell (Bridgeport - Chicago, IL) 
The funeral home where Martin Byczek’s wake was held is located directly across the alley (behind) on Throop (far side of photo) 

Family memories are that Michael S. Byczek planted the two trees on Lyman alongside the building. 
Photo Credit: Michael E. Byczek. Copyright 2022. 
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1970 Aerial Photograph 
The tavern (during Michael S. and Marie Byczek’s ownership) is near the right bottom corner of the image (St. Barbara on Throop is visible on the top-right).  

2939 S. Bonfield is also visible (Bonfield is the left-most street shown in full view with Archer and Bonfield at the top left most corner) 

Source: Chicago Metropolitan Agency for Planning (cmap.illinois.gov) 
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Chicago Tribune - 2/18/1911 

 

1914 Chicago White Pages 
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1911 Sanborn Insurance Map 
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1950 Sanborn Insurance Map 
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2881 S. Farrell was sold on 1/24/1973 for $11,000 

A loan in the amount of $2,400 was dated 6/25/1965 

Source: Cook County Clerk Recording Division 
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2866 S. Throop 
(Bridgeport - Chicago, IL) 

Michael S. and Marie Byczek rented an apartment around the corner from the tavern located at 2866 S. Throop on a short-term basis.  

 

1971 Chicago White Pages 
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2866 S. Throop - Bridgeport (Chicago, IL) 
Photo Credit: Michael E. Byczek. Copyright 2022. 
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2242 W. Garfield Blvd 
(Gage Park - Chicago, IL) 

Michael S. and Marie Byczek purchased a home at 2242 W. Garfield in 1975 and sold the property in 1981.  

After moving from Bridgeport around 1973, and prior to purchasing 2242 W. Garfield in 1975, the Michael S. and Marie Byczek family lived at 6016 S. Kostner  
(West Lawn), 5405 S. Fairfield (Gage Park), and 5317 S. Campbell (Gage Park). 
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2242 W. Garfield Blvd - Gage Park (Chicago, IL) 
Cook County Assessor website 
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2242 W. Garfield was purchased on 1/13/1975 for $20,000 and sold on 8/27/1981 for $18,500 
Source: Cook County Clerk Recording Division 

Michael S. Byczek and Marie C. Flanagan - Michael E. Byczek (3rd Ed) Page  of 51 73



World War II, Employment, and Education  

Michael E. Byczek compiled a large-scale online archive about his grandfather in World War II in May 2021 to commemorate Memorial Day. The archive has been revised 
on a regular basis with new information and is available at: 

https://michaelbyczek.pro/genealogy/worldwar2/michaelbyczek.html 

A separate PDF documentary was compiled for Michael S. Byczek’s military service. 
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World War II Draft Card 
(Front) 
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World War II Draft Card 
(Back) 
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Cuneo Press was located on Canal and Cermak near the Bridgeport neighborhood (Chicago) 
Original building was torn down (left of the industrial building in this photo) 

Photo Credit: Michael E. Byczek. Copyright 2026. 
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1950 Sanborn Insurance Map 

The building along the left side of the tracks was torn down 
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1970 Satellite Photo of Canal and Cermak 
Source: Chicago Metropolitan Agency for Planning (cmap.illinois.gov) 
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Chicago Board of Trade 
Jackson and LaSalle (Downtown Chicago) 

Michael S. Byczek worked as a grain inspector for the State of Illinois (Chicago Board of Trade) 
Photo Credit: Michael E. Byczek. Copyright 2026. 
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Marie Flanagan graduated from the Charles N. Holden Elementary School located on 31st and Loomis in Bridgeport. 
Photo Credit: Michael E. Byczek. Copyright 2022. 
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Newspaper Articles 

Marie Byczek was pictured and featured several times in the neighborhood newspaper, the “Bridgeport News” for her volunteer work during cancer awareness events with 
her son Michael M. Byczek. These articles are included in a separate section below. 

 

3/14/1962 - Bridgeport News (Chicago, IL) 
Marie Byczek participated in St. Bridget's St. Patrick's Day festivities during "The Twist" dancing. 
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Marie (Flanagan) Byczek and Cancer Campaign Volunteer Work 

Marie (Flanagan) Byczek’s father Martin J. Flanagan passed away from cancer in 1947 and was the reason for her later volunteer work in “cancer crusades” and other 
health awareness activities in the Bridgeport neighborhood. She introduced her eldest son Michael M. Byczek to these events and they did volunteer work together. 
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1/16/1957 - Bridgeport News (Chicago, IL) 
Marie Byczek was a member of Bridgeport Mothers March on Polio. 
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4/23/1958 - Bridgeport News (Chicago, IL) 
Photo of Marie Byczek (Colonel of Bridgeport Cancer Crusade). 

Standing in back row on the left 
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2/4/1959 - Bridgeport News (Chicago, IL) 
Two articles: (1) Mrs. M. Byczek (zone colonel) part of Mothers March; (2) Marie Byczek, aid to organizing March of Dimes march. 
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4/29/1959 - Bridgeport News (Chicago, IL) 
Marie Byczek (Captain) helped with American Cancer Drive 

Note: Only relevant sections are shown due to large number of names from different “sections” 
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1/27/1960 - Bridgeport News (Chicago, IL) 
Mrs. M. Byczek named district captain as part of Mothers March. 

Michael S. Byczek and Marie C. Flanagan - Michael E. Byczek (3rd Ed) Page  of 66 73



 

4/19/1961 - Bridgeport News (Chicago, IL) 
Photo of Captain Marie Byczek and her son Michael M. Byczek (Photo #3) [see below] 
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Michael M. Byczek (far right front) and Marie Byczek (far left back) 
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5/10/1961 - Bridgeport News (Chicago, IL) 
Marie Byczek and “Michael Byczek Jr.” were volunteers for a Cancer event. 
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1/17/1962 - Bridgeport News (Chicago, IL) 
Mrs. Michael Byczek named zone colonel for Mothers March of Dimes. 
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2/21/1962 - Bridgeport News (Chicago, IL) 
Marie Byczek (not pictured) as related to a gathering of zone colonels for Mothers March against crippling diseases.  
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5/8/1963 - Bridgeport News (Chicago, IL) 
Captain Marie Byczek and Mike Byczek part of American Cancer Crusade. 
Note: Only the relevant portions are included, due to large number of names 
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Additional Information 

Michael S. Byczek and Marie C. Flanagan are Michael E. Byczek’s grandparents. Their eldest child, a son, Michael M. Byczek (father) married Betty A. Bykowski in  
1974 at St. Helen’s on Augusta and Oakley in Chicago. They have two children, Michael E. Byczek (the eldest) and Katherine S. Byczek, both born in the Bridgeport 
neighborhood.  

This compiled documentary is an accurate source of family chronicles. Feel free to send a message for more information or genealogy collaboration. 

Michael E. Byczek 
Illinois Attorney and Real Estate Broker 
Chicago, IL (United States) 

3rd Edition: May 16, 2026 
2nd Edition: March 8, 2026 
1st Edition: December 2, 2025 

michael@byczek.pro 
https://michaelbyczek.pro 
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