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Matthias Leszczewski and Priscilla Koneniewski raised a family in Rudawka in northeast Poland during the late 1790s and early 
1800s. At the time, villages were not within fixed parish boundaries. Rudawka was associated with four different Catholic 
parishes: Puńsk, Krasnopol, Sejny, and Kaletnik. 

The Polish name for Matthias was Maciej, which translates to both Matthew and Matthias. Priscilla’s name, as written in the 
church records, was Prakseda. Priscilla is considered the English equivalent of Prakseda.  

There is uncertainty regarding both surnames. Unfortunately, very few documents have been found for the family at present. 
Different documents have various spellings for each name. Early documents show Liszewski whereas later documents have 
Leszczewski. Only two documents have been found that list Priscilla’s maiden name, which use completely different surnames: 
Barbowiczowny and Koneniekich. Analysis of records from the area shows that Barbuwicz and Koneniewska do appear in 
documents for other families. Michael E. Byczek has determined, at present, for genealogical purposes that the surnames 
Leszczewski and Koneniewski are reasonable spellings for the surnames of Matthias and Priscilla until more records have been 
verified.  

There are two known children of Matthias Leszczewski and Priscilla Koneniewski/Koneniewska: 

Child    Birth    Notes 

Christina (Krystyna)   1796 - Rudawka  
Anna    1810 - Rudawka  Died in 1812 - Rudawka (Puńsk) 

Their daughter Christina Leszczewski/Leszczewska married Paul (Paweł) Zawadzki in 1820 at the church located in Kaletnik. 
They are Michael E. Byczek’s 4x-great-grandparents.  

According to the translation for Anna’s death in 1812, she was two years old and Priscilla was already deceased. This suggests a 
very short time period in which both events occurred (Anna’s birth and Priscilla’s death). Unfortunately, there are gaps in online 
availability of digitized records during this period. To complicate matters further, it is unknown how often the parish serving 
Rudawka changed, which is where Priscilla most likely passed away. Since she died between 1810 and 1812, the year 1811 is a 
reasonable estimate.  

Matthias and Priscilla Leszczewski most likely had more children, given the 14 year age gap between Christina and Anna. These 
records have not yet been found. No information is available about any subsequent marriage of Matthias. His death record has not 
yet been found. The only document with the age for Matthias was Anna’s death in 1812, which listed him as 45 years old (1767).  
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Google Maps 

The red marker is Smolany 
Rudawka is adjacent (beneath) 

Żubronajcie (location of Paul’s death) is in the lower left corner 
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Kaletnik Catholic Church 

Source: Google Maps (Street View) 
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Sejny Catholic Church 

Source: Google Maps (Street View) 
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Krasnopol Catholic Church 

Source: Google Maps (Street View) 
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Catholic Church in Puńsk 

Source: Google Maps (Street View) 
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Children of Matthias Leszczewski and Priscilla Koneniewski 

Representative documents are described below. 
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Christina 

Representative documents are described below. 
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1820 Marriage of Paul Zawadzki 
Kaletnik Parish 
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AI translation (Google Gemini) 

Note: 
This translation concluded Prakseda’s maiden name was Barbier.  
This spelling is most likely not accurate, as the origin is French.  

This surname is most associated with French settlements in Warsaw during this time period.  
These findings do not correspond to anything known about the family in Rudawka.  

Matthias Leszczewski and Priscilla Koneniewski - Michael E. Byczek (1st Ed) Page  of 10 14



Anna 

Representative documents are described below. 
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1812 Death of Anna Liszewski 
Puńsk Parish 
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AI translation (Google Gemini) 
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Additional Information 

Matthias Leszczewski and Priscilla Koneniewski are Michael E. Byczek’s 5x-great-grandparents. Their daughter Christina 
Leszczewski (4x-great-grandmother) married Paul Zawadzki in 1820 in Kaletnik. Their daughter Elizabeth Zawadzki (3x-great-
grandmother) married Anthony Murzyn in 1839 in Krasnopol. Their son Peter Murzyn (2x-great-grandfather) married Josephine 
Muracki in 1870 in Wigry. Their son Frank Murzyn (great-grandfather) married Rose Sidor in 1897 in Sejny. Their daughter 
Antoinette Murzynowicz (grandmother) was born in Chicago, IL in 1912. The Frank and Rose Murzyn family settled in Chicago, 
IL on a permanent basis in 1908. Josephine (Muracki) Murzyn arrived in Chicago in 1910. The family interchanged the surnames 
Murzynowicz and Marynowski through the 1940s until formally adopting the latter. Antoinette Murzynowicz/Marynowski 
married Roman Bykowski in 1936 at St. Stanislaus Kostka in the Pulaski Park neighborhood. Their daughter Betty A. Bykowski 
(mother) married Michael M. Byczek in 1974 at St. Helen’s on Augusta and Oakley in Chicago. They have two children,  
Michael E. Byczek (the eldest) and Katherine S. Byczek, both born in the Bridgeport neighborhood. 

Google Maps (Podlaskie Voivodeship in north-eastern Poland):  

• Puńsk is a village and seat of the Gmina Puńsk in the Sejny County. It is located only 5 km from the border with Lithuania. 
• Krasnopol is a village in Sejny County. It is the seat of the gmina called Gmina Krasnopol. 
• Kaletnik is a village in the administrative district of Gmina Szypliszki, within Suwałki County 
• Sejny is a town in north-eastern Poland and the capital of Sejny County, close to the northern border with Lithuania and Belarus 
• Rudawka is a village in the administrative district of Gmina Krasnopol, within Sejny County 

Michael E. Byczek has been compiling actual records for the Puńsk, Krasnopol, Sejny, and Kaletnik Catholic churches over the 
past ten or more years through direct messages to diocese archives, access to digitized microfilm, and online resources (i.e. 
records from Polish archives). He has gathered an extensive collection of documents. This compiled documentary is an accurate 
source of genealogy for Matthias Leszczewski and Priscilla Koneniewski. 

Feel free to send a message for more information or genealogy collaboration. 

Michael E. Byczek 
Illinois Attorney and Real Estate Broker 
Chicago, IL (United States) 
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