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Joseph (Józef) Piotrowski and Victoria Nowakowski (Wiktoria Nowakowski) were married on 11/26/1876 at the Catholic Church 
located in Radziejów.  

Joseph was born in 1856 in Pikutkowo within the Brześć Kujawski Parish. His parents were Ignatius (Ignacy) Piotrowski and 
Marciana Zaparucha (Marcjanna Zaparuszewska).  

Victoria was born in 1858 in Kolonia Opatowice within the Radziejów Parish. Her parents were John (Jan) Nowakowski and 
Catherine Kocinski (Katarzyna Kocinska).  

Joseph Piotrowski and Victoria Nowakowski had nine known children: 
   
Children    Birth  Location and Parish   Notes 

Marianna   1878   Pikutkowo (Brześć Kujawski) 
Vincent (Wincenty) 1879   Pikutkowo (Brześć Kujawski)  Died in 1886 (Kolonia Opatowice)) 
Frank (Franciszek)  1881  Kolonia Piołunowo (Byczyna)  Died in 1881 (Kolonia Piołunowo) 
Alex (Aleksy)  1882  Piołunowo (Byczyna)   Died in 1884 (Kolonia Byczyna) 
Felix (Feliks)  1884  Kolonia Byczyna (Byczyna)  Traveled to Chicago, IL but returned to Poland 
Margaret (Małgorzata) 1887  Kolonia Opatowice (Radziejów) Settled in Chicago, IL 
Casimir (Kazimierz) 1889  Kolonia Opatowice (Radziejów) Died in 1891 (Kolonia Opatowice) 
Charlotte (Władysława)  1891  Kolonia Opatowice (Radziejów) Settled in Chicago, IL 
John (Jan)   1901   Pścinno (Witowo) 

Their daughter Margaret Piotrowski married Joseph (Józef) Bykowski in 1907 in Witowo. They are Michael E. Byczek’s  
great-grandparents. 

Their daughter Wladyslawa Piotrowski traveled with her sister Margaret and nephew Roman Bykowski to Chicago, IL in 1911. 
Her name was later Americanized as Lottie/Charlotte.  

Their son Felix Piotrowski was living in Chicago, IL when his brother-in-law Joseph Bykowski arrived in 1908. However, there is 
a note in the margin of Felix’s baptism record that he was married in Poland in 1910. This suggests that Felix Piotrowski returned 
to Poland by 1910, before his sisters Margaret and Charlotte traveled to Chicago in 1911. 

The original baptism record for their son Alex Piotrowski is not available online in digital format. One translation of his death 
record listed Piołunowo as his place of birth. It is unclear if the correct place of birth was Kolonia Piołunowo.  

The death records for Joseph Piotrowski and Victoria (Nowakowski) Piotrowski have not been found. Both Margaret and 
Charlotte listed their father as their closest relative in Poland when they arrived at Ellis Island in 1911. His residence was listed as 
Witowo, but it is unclear whether the term meant the village or parish. When John Piotrowski was married in 1924, he was living 
in Witowo (the village). Furthermore, his father was listed as deceased. Therefore, Joseph Piotrowski passed away between 1911 
and 1924. On the balance of probabilities, Joseph passed away within the Witowo Parish where the family had been living for at 
least ten years as of 1911. Victoria (Nowakowski) Piotrowski passed away after 1924, based on her son John’s marriage record. It 
is presumed that she was living in, or at least buried in, the Witowo Parish. 
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1856 Baptism of Joseph Piotrowski 
Pikutowo (Brześć Kujawski Parish) 
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AI translation (Google Gemini) 
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1858 Baptism of Victoria Nowakowski 
Kolonia Opatowice (Radziejów Parish) 
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AI translation (Google Gemini) 
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1876 Marriage of Joseph Piotrowski and Victoria Nowakowski 
Kolonia Opatowice (Radziejów Parish) 
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AI translation (Google Gemini) 

It is unclear from this translation whether Joseph and Victoria had a prenuptial agreement because some details are missing. 

This translation suggests that there was an Indult from the local Bishop. 
It would appear that a dispensation was issued to skip two of the three banns. The reason is unclear. 
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Present-day Catholic Church in Brześć Kujawski 

Świętego Stanisława Biskupa i Męczennika 
Source: Google Maps (Street View) 
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Present-day Catholic Church in Radziejów 

Wniebowzięcia Najświętszej Maryi Panny 
Source: Google Maps (Street View) 
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Present-day Catholic Church in Byczyna 

Świętej Jadwigi Śląskiej 
Source: Google Maps (Street View) 
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Present-day Catholic Church in Witowo 

Świętego Andrzeja Apostoła 
Source: Google Maps (Street View) 
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Children of Joseph Piotrowski and Victoria Nowakowski 

Representative documents are shown below. 
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Marianna 

 

1878 Baptism of Marianna Piotrowski 
Pikutkowo (Brześć Kujawski Parish) 
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AI translation (Google Gemini) 
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1896 Marriage of Adalbert (Wojciech) Budny/Budna and Marianna Piotrowski 
Kolonia Opatowice (Radziejów Parish) 
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AI translation (Google Gemini) 
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1908 Marriage of John (Jan) Jaskulski and Marianna (Piotrowski) Budna 
Pścinno (Witowo Parish) 
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AI translation (Google Gemini) 
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Vincent 

 

1879 Baptism of Vincent Nowakowski 
Pikutkowo (Brześć Kujawski Parish) 
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AI translation (Google Gemini) 
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1886 Death of Vincent Piotrowski 
Kolonia Opatowice (Radziejów Parish) 
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AI translation (Google Gemini) 
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Frank 

 

1881 Baptism of Frank Piotrowski 
Kolonia Piołunowo (Byczyna Parish) 
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AI translation (Google Gemini) 
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1881 Death of Frank Piotrowski 
Kolonia Piołunowo (Byczyna Parish) 
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AI translation (Google Gemini) 
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Alex 

 

Index of the 1886 Baptism of Alex Piotrowski 
Byczyna Parish 

Source: https://geneteka.genealodzy.pl 

The original record is not accessible online in digital format 
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1884 Death of Alexander Piotrowski 
Kolonia Byczyna (Byczynca Parish) 
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AI translation (Google Gemini) 
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Felix 

 

1884 Baptism of Felix Piotrowski 
Kolonia Byczyna (Byczyna Parish) 
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AI translation (Google Gemini) 
(below is the note in the left margin) 
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Margaret 

 

1887 Baptism of Margaret Piotrowski 
Kolonia Opatowice (Radziejów Parish) 

 

1887 Baptism for Margaret Piotrowski 
Kolonia Opatowice (Radziejow Parish) 

Page  of 5 74
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AI translation (Google Gemini) 
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1907 Marriage of Joseph Bykowski and Margaret Piotrowski 
Pścinno (Witowo Parish) 
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AI translation (Google Gemini) 

There are several translation errors, such as village names and Joseph’s parents 
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 1970 Death Certificate of Margaret (Piotrowski) Bykowski 
Elgin, IL (Kane County) 
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Margaret (Piotrowski) Bykowski Obituary 
Dziennik Chicagoski (5/27/1970) 
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AI translation of Margaret (Piotrowski) Bykowski’s Obituary (Google Gemini) 
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.    .        

Margaret (Piotrowski) Bykowski Obituary 
Chicago Tribune (5/27/1970) 
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Casimir 

 

1889 Baptism of Casimir Piotrowski 
Kolonia Opatowice (Radziejów Parish) 
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AI translation (Google Gemini) 
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1891 Death of Casimir Piotrowski 
Kolonia Opatowice (Radziejów Parish) 
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AI translation (Google Gemini) 
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Charlotte 

 

1891 Baptism of Charlotte Piotrowski 
Kolonia Opatowice (Radziejów Parish) 

Charlotte was born two days after her brother Casimir died (based on the AI translation of these records) 
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AI translation (Google Gemini) 
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1913 Marriage License of Anthony Aremka and Charlotte Piotrowski 
Chicago, IL 
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Church record of the marriage of Anthony Aremka and Charlotte Piotrowski 
St. Hedwig (Bucktown - Chicago, IL) 

Charlotte’s married sister Margaret (Piotrowski) Bykowski also lived at 2217 N. Robey (present-day Damen Ave) 
It is presumed that Charlotte was living with the Bykowski family versus her own apartment in the same building 

Anthony Aremka was also living at the same address 
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1918 Death certificate of Charlotte (Piotrowski) Aremka 
Chicago, IL 

Charlotte died of influenza, as a contributing cause, during the 1918 Spanish Flu 
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John 

 

1901 Baptism of John Piotrowski 
Pścinno (Witowo Parish) 
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AI translation (Google Gemini) 

Below are the translations for the note about marriage in the left marriage and death in the lower right corner 
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1924 Marriage of John Piotrowski and Jane (Janina) Olewiński 
Kolonia Skibin (Radziejów Parish) 
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AI translation (Google Gemini) 
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Additional Information 

Michael E. Byczek, an Illinois attorney and managing real estate broker, has compiled original records for genealogy since 1992. 
Research and analysis have been published on family websites for over 30 years. A project to compile comprehensive digital, 
print, and video documentaries for every direct blood ancestor began in September 2024 for accurate online genealogy. 

Joseph Piotrowski and Victoria Nowakowski are Michael E. Byczek’s 2x-great-grandparents. Their daughter Margaret Piotrowski 
(great-grandmother) married Joseph Bykowski in 1907 in Witowo prior to settling in Chicago, IL. Their son Roman Bykowski 
(grandfather) arrived in the United States when he was three years old. The family lived in the Bucktown neighborhood of 
Chicago. Roman married Antoinette Murzynowicz/Marynowski in 1936 at St. Stanislaus Kostka in the Pulaski Park 
neighborhood. Their daughter Betty A. Bykowski (mother) married Michael M. Byczek in 1974 at St. Helen’s on Augusta and 
Oakley in Chicago. They have two children. Michael E. Byczek is the eldest and was born in the Bridgeport neighborhood. 

Google Maps 

Kuyavian-Pomeranian Voivodeship in central Poland: 

• Pikutkowo is a village in the administrative district of Gmina Brześć Kujawski, within Włocławek County 
• Brześć Kujawski is a town in the administrative district of Gmina Brześć Kujawski, within Włocławek County 
• Opatowice is a village in the administrative district of Gmina Radziejów, within Radziejów County [Kolonia Opatowice is not 

visible on a current map] 
• Radziejów is a town and capital of Radziejów County 
• Piołunowo is a village in the administrative district of Gmina Radziejów, within Radziejów County [Kolonia Piołunowo is not 

visible on a current map] 
• Byczyna is a village in the administrative district of Gmina Dobre, within Radziejów County 
• Byczyna-Kolonia is a village in the administrative district of Gmina Dobre, within Radziejów County 
• Pścinno is a village in the administrative district of Gmina Bytoń, within Radziejów County 
• Witowo is a village in the administrative district of Gmina Bytoń, within Radziejów County 
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