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Rocco (Roch) Piotrowski and Agnes Surdinski (Agnieszka Surdinska) were married on 9/13/1801 at the Catholic church located 
in Brześć Kujawski. They raised their family and spent most, if not all, of their lives in Pikutkowo within the parish.  

Rocco was the son of Andrew (Andrzej/Jędrzej) and Marianna Piotrowski. His mother’s maiden name is unknown. The marriage 
record stated that Rocco was from Pikutkowo. A baptism record for Pikutkowo from 1779 was found for Rocco Piotrowski whose 
parents were Andrew and Marianna.  

Agnes was the daughter of John (Jan) and Marianna Surdinski. On the balance of probabilities, Marianna’s maiden name was 
Sieczkowski. A baptism record for Pikutkowo from 1780 was found for Agnes Surdinski whose parents were John and Marianna. 

The Piotrowski surname was spelled with multiple phonetic variations, such as Pietrowski. The Surdinski surname was also 
written with numerous variations, including some that are more than mere phonetic alternatives. These include Surdynski, 
Surdynska, Surdika, Surdikow, Sordcka, Sordyk, Surdyk, Surdik, and Surdyka. For genealogical purposes, the spelling of 
“Surdinski” is accurate. 

Analysis of church records shows that Rocco Piotrowski and Agnes Surdinski had 12 children, all apparently born in Pikutkowo 
within the Brześć Kujawski Parish: 

Child    Birth    Notes 

Marianna #1   1801     
Marianna #2   1802    Died in 1802 (Baptism not found) 
Marianna #3   About 1802   Baptism not found 
Peter (Piotr)   1803    Died in 1803 
Therese (Teresa)  1804        
Josephine (Józefa)  1809        
Rosalie (Rozalia)  1811        
Marianna #4    1813        
Anthony (Antoni)  About 1815   Died in 1818 (Baptism not found) 
Barbara    About 1818   Baptism not found        
Ignatius (Ignacy)  1821        
John (Jan)   1824    Died in 1826 

Their son Ignatius Piotrowski married Marciana (Marcjanna) Zaparucha in 1845 at the church in Dabie Kujawski. They are  
Michael E. Byczek’s 3x-great-grandparents. 

Rocco Piotrowski passed away in 1850 in Pikutkowo. The death record identifies Andrew and Marianna as his parents. Agnes 
(Surdinski) Piotrowski passed away in 1871, also while living in Pikutkowo. The death record identifies her parents as John and 
Marianna. Neither record provided the maiden name of their mothers.  

Uncertainties 

There are several baptism, marriage, and death records for the Rocco Piotrowski and Agnes Surdinski family in Pikutkowo that 
have not been found. This has created multiple uncertainties that cannot be fully explained without these records.  

For instance, the baptism for Therese has been found, but not a marriage or death record. The marriage and death records for 
Barbara have been found, but not her baptism. Anthony died as a child, but his baptism has not been found. 
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The available records suggest that Rocco and Agnes Piotrowski had four daughters who were identified in various records as 
Marianna, Maryanna, or Marcjanna. Only two of these baptism records have been found. Without a complete set of baptism, 
marriage, and death records for all four daughters, it is not possible to fully reconstruct how four sisters could all have the same 
name. There are enough records to develop a highly probable reconstruction, but the missing documents may provide additional 
clarity when found. 

There appears to have been only one Rocco Piotrowski in the entire Brześć Kujawski Parish at this time, and he was married to 
Agnes Surdinski. 

Marianna #1 was born in 1801. Her baptism was found with the name “Marianna”. It appears that the baptism took place in late 
November 1801. During this time period, babies were often baptized on the same day or the day after their birth. Roch Piotrowski 
and Agnes Surdinski were married just two months earlier. Marianna was married, but the marriage record has not been found. 
She died in 1856 and was identified as “Marcjanna”. The death record did not list a mother’s name. Her father was identified as 
Rocco Piotrowski from Pikutkowo.  

Marianna #2 died as an infant in 1802. Her baptism has not been found. There is a possibility that the 1801 baptism could be the 
correct record. However, an AI translation of the 1802 death record for a child named “Marianna” suggests that the baby was only 
nine weeks old and could not have been born in 1801. The estimated age recorded at the death of Marianna #1 would place her 
birth before her parents' marriage. However, it is more reasonable to conclude that she was born shortly after the wedding, in 
either 1801 or 1802.  

Marianna #3 was born about the same time as the infant Marianna died in 1802. Her baptism has not been found. She married in 
1821 and was identified by the name “Maryanna”. She died in 1851 as “Marcjanna”. Her parents were identified as Rocco 
Piotrowski and Agnes Surdinski of Pikutkowo.  

Marianna #4 was born in 1813. The baptism has been found with the name “Maryanna". She was married in 1832 as 
“Maryanna”, but died in 1848 with the name “Marcjanna”. Her parents were identified as Rocco Piotrowski and Agnes Surdinski. 
However, her marriage was listed for the village of Miechowice where the groom lived, even though she was a resident of 
Pikutkowo.  

One possible explanation, based in part on AI-assisted analysis by Google Gemini, is that historical Polish-Catholic naming 
practices may have allowed children to be associated with saints whose names were similar or whose names were used 
interchangeably in records. Such naming practices do not easily translate to present-day fill-in-the-blank genealogy data sheets. It 
is also possible that priests or record keepers used Marianna and Marcjanna inconsistently when recording later events. These 
possibilities could help explain why four daughters in the same family were identified as Marianna, Maryanna, or Marcjanna in 
different records. However, the surviving records do not establish precisely why the same or similar names were used. 

To further complicate analysis, the death record for Rocco Piotrowski, from 1850, only listed three surviving daughters 
(“Marcjanna", “Rozalia”, and “Józefata”) and one son “Igancy”. However, based on the other records, two of his daughters 
identified as Maryanna/Marcjanna should still have been living in 1850: Marianna #1 and Marianna #3. The death record therefore 
appears to omit one surviving daughter. 
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1779 Baptism of Roch Piotkowski 
Pikutkowo (Brześć Kujawski) 

 

AI translation (Google Gemini) 
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1780 Baptism of Agnes Surdinksi 
Pikutkowo (Brześć Kujawski) 

 

AI translation (Google Gemini) 
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Marriage Record of Roch Piotrowski and Agnes Surdinski 
Married on 9/13/1801 

Pikutkowo (Brześć Kujawski) 
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AI translation (Google Gemini) 
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1850 Death record of Roch Piotrowski 
Pikutkowo (Brześć Kujawski) 
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AI translation (Google Gemini) 
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1871 Death record of Agnes (Surdinski) Piotrowski 
Pikutkowo (Brześć Kujawski) 
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AI translation (Google Gemini) 
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Present-day Catholic Church in Brześć Kujawski 

Świętego Stanisława Biskupa i Męczennika 
Source: Google Maps (Street View) 
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Children of Roch Piotrowski and Agnes Surdinski 

Representative documents are shown below. 
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Marianna #1 

 

1801 Baptism of Marianna Piotrowski 
Pikutkowo (Brześć Kujawski) 

The godfather appears to be Martin Piotrowski, but the name is slightly illegible 

 

AI translation (Google Gemini) 
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1856 Death of Marcjanna (Piotrowski) Łosińska 
Brześć (Brześć Kujawski) 
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AI translation (Google Gemini) 
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Marianna #2 

 

1802 Death of Marianna Piotrowski 
Pikutowo (Brześć Kujawski) 

 

AI translation (Google Gemini) 
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Marianna #3 

 

1821 Marriage of Matthew (Mateusz) Błaszczak and Maryanna Piotrowski 
Pikutkowo (Brześć Kujawski) 

Part 1/2 

Rocco Piotrowski and Agnes Surdinski - Michael E. Byczek Page  of 17 70



 

Part 2/2 

Rocco Piotrowski and Agnes Surdinski - Michael E. Byczek Page  of 18 70



 

AI translation (Google Gemini) 
Part 1/2 
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AI translation (Google Gemini) 
Part 2/2 
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1851 Death of Marcjanna (Piotrowski) Błasiak 
Pikutowo (Brześć Kujawski) 
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AI translation (Google Gemini) 
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Peter 

 

1803 Baptism of Peter Piotrowski 
Pikutkowo (Brześć Kujawski) 

 

AI translation (Google Gemini) 
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1803 Death of Peter Piotrowski 
Pikutkowo (Brześć Kujawski) 

 

AI translation (Google Gemini) 
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Therese 

 

1804 Baptism of Therese Piotrowski 
Pikutkowo (Brześć Kujawski) 

 

AI translation (Google Gemini) 
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Josephine 

 

1809 Baptism of Josephine Piotrowski 
Pikutkowo (Brześć Kujawski) 
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AI translation (Google Gemini) 
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1829 Marriage of Frank (Franciszek) Stasiak and Josephine Piotrowski 
Pikutkowo (Brześć Kujawski) 
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AI translation (Google Gemini) 
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1833 Marriage of Joseph (Józef) Spychalski and Josephine (Piotrowski) Stasiak 
Pikutkowo (Brześć Kujawski) 
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AI translation (Google Gemini) 
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1851 Marriage of Andrew (Jędrzej) Lipiński and Josephine (Piotrowski) Spychalski 
Pikutkowo (Brześć Kujawski) 
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AI translation (Google Gemini) 
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1880 Death of Josephine (Piotrowski) Lipiński 
Pikutkowo (Brześć Kujawski) 
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AI translation (Google Gemini) 
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Rosalie 

 

1811 Baptism of Rosalie Piotrowski 
Pikutkowo (Brześć Kujawski) 
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AI translation (Google Gemini) 
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1830 Marriage of Matthew (Mateusz) Sztygowski/Stęgowska and Rosalie Piotrowski 
Pikutkowo (Brześć Kujawski) 
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AI translation (Google Gemini) 
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1860 Marriage of Joseph (Józef) Urbański and Rosalie (Piotrowski) Stęgowski 
(Lubraniec Parish) 
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AI translation (Google Gemini) 
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1871 Marriage of Andrew (Andrzej) Augustyniak and Rosalie (Piotrowski) Urbański 
(Lubraniec Parish) 
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AI translation (Google Gemini) 
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1880 Death of Rosalie (Piotrowski) Augustyniak 
Galonki (Świerczyn) 
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AI translation (Google Gemini) 
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Marianna #4 

 

1813 Baptism of Maryanna Piotrowski 
Pikutkowo (Brześć Kujawski) 
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AI translation (Google Gemini) 
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1832 Marriage of Adalbert (Wojciech) Krolak and Maryanna Piotrowski 
Miechowice (Brześć Kujawski) 
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AI translation (Google Gemini) 
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1848 Death of Marcjanna (Piotrowski) Krolak 
Miechowice (Brześć Kujawski) 
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AI translation (Google Gemini) 
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Anthony 

 

1818 Death of Anthony Piotrowski 
Pikutkowo (Brześć Kujawski) 
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AI translation (Google Gemini) 
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Barbara 

 

1833 Marriage of Joseph (Józef) Kociński and Barbara Piotrowski  
Pikutkowo (Brześć Kujawski) 
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AI translation (Google Gemini) 
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1836 Death of Barbara (Piotrowski) Kociński 
Pikutkowo (Brześć Kujawski) 
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AI translation (Google Gemini) 
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Ignatius 

 

1821 Baptism of Ignatius Piotrowski 
Pikutkowo (Brześć Kujawski) 

Rocco Piotrowski and Agnes Surdinski - Michael E. Byczek Page  of 58 70



 

AI translation (Google Gemini) 
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1845 Marriage of Ignatius Piotrowski and Marciana Zaparucha 
Kąkowa Wola (Dąbie Kujawski) 

Rocco Piotrowski and Agnes Surdinski - Michael E. Byczek Page  of 60 70



 

AI translation (Google Gemini) 
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1899 Marriage of Ignatius Piotrowski and Anna (Kmieciak) Latecki 
Pikutkowo (Brześć Kujawski) 
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AI translation (Google Gemini) 
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1906 Death of Ignatius Piotrowski 
Pikutkowo (Brześć Kujawski) 
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AI translation (Google Gemini) 
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John 

 

1824 Baptism of John Piotrowski 
Pikutkowo (Brześć Kujawski) 
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AI translation (Google Gemini) 
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1826 Death of John Piotrowski 
Pikutkowo (Brześć Kujawski) 
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Additional Information 

Michael E. Byczek, an Illinois attorney and managing real estate broker, has compiled original records for genealogy since 1992. 
Research and analysis have been published on family websites for over 30 years. A project to compile comprehensive digital, 
print, and video documentaries for every direct blood ancestor began in September 2024 for accurate online genealogy. 

Rocco Piotrowski and Agnes Surdinski are Michael E. Byczek’s 4x-great-grandparents. Their son Ignatius Piotrowski  
(3x-great-grandfather) married Marciana Zaparucha in 1845 in Dabie. Their son Joseph Piotrowski (2x-great-grandfather) married 
Victoria Nowakowski in 1876 in Radziejow. Their daughter Margaret Piotrowski (great-grandmother) married Joseph Bykowski 
in 1907 in Witowo prior to settling in Chicago, IL. Their son Roman Bykowski (grandfather) arrived in the United States when he 
was three years old. The family lived in the Bucktown neighborhood of Chicago. Roman married Antoinette Murzynowicz/
Marynowski in 1936 at St. Stanislaus Kostka in the Pulaski Park neighborhood. Their daughter Betty A. Bykowski (mother) 
married Michael M. Byczek in 1974 at St. Helen’s on Augusta and Oakley in Chicago. They have two children.  
Michael E. Byczek is the eldest and was born in the Bridgeport neighborhood.  

Google Maps (Kuyavian-Pomeranian Voivodeship in north-central Poland): 

• Pikutkowo is a village in the administrative district of Gmina Brześć Kujawski within Włocławek County 
• Brześć Kujawski is a town in the administrative district of Gmina Brześć Kujawski within Włocławek County 
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