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Michael E. Byczek’s 4x-great-grandfather was Vincent (Wincenty) Sawienski who was the son of Anthony (Antoni) and Marianna 
Sawienski. The maiden name of Vincent’s mother was not listed in any known document that pertains to him (i.e. marriage or 
death records). Vincent Sawienski was from Stróżewo within the Bytoń Catholic Parish.  

Verified church records show there was an Anthony Sawienski and Marianna Przybysz family in Stróżewo who had a son Vincent.  
There appears to have been only one Anthony and Marianna Sawienski family in the entire Bytoń Parish even though there were 
other Anthony Sawienski households. On the balance of probabilities, Przybysz was the maiden name of Vincent Sawienski’s 
mother.  

The difficulty with analysis of church records is that documents from this era did not always include a surname for a father and 
mother or husband and wife. Records that only show first names without surnames are virtually impossible to verify.  

One wedding in 1778, listed for Stróżewo, was between an Anthony and Marianna without surnames. The eldest known child of 
Anthony and Marianna Sawienski was born in 1779, which makes this marriage record a very strong possibility. The groom, 
Anthony, was identified as the son of Joseph. Marianna was the widow of a husband named Peter. As a comparison, there was a 
wedding in 1776 between an unmarried woman named Marianna and a groom whose name was similar to Bartłomiej 
Wronkowczyk. That Marianna was from Stróżewo and was the daughter of Barbara. Neither the mother nor daughter was 
recorded with a surname.  

The Sawienski surname was written with several phonetic and spelling variations, such as Sawinski, Sawa, Sawiak, Sawik, 
Sowińska, and Sawinas. For genealogical purposes, Sawienski is the most accurate spelling of the surname. Early records 
routinely used the surname “Sawa”. This later changed to a consistent alternation of “Sawa” and “Sawienski”.  

The surname Przybysz only appears in Anthony Sawienski’s death record. Therefore, the exact spelling has not been determined 
with conclusive documentation. 

Anthony Sawienski and Marianna Przybysz had five known children: 

Child    Birth  Location  Notes 

Andrew  (Andrzej)  1779  Stróżewo 
Frank (Franciszek)  1783  Stróżewo  Died in 1788 
Francisca (Franciszka)  1787  Stróżewo  Died in 1788 
Vincent (Wincenty)  1789  Stróżewo 
John (Jan)        Baptism not found 

Their son Vincent Sawienski married Margaret (Małgorzata) Zielinski in 1815 in Bytoń. They are Michael E. Byczek’s 4x-great-
grandparents. The best candidate for Vincent’s baptism lists the mother’s name as Regina. The available evidence suggests that 
Regina was recorded in error for Marianna because this particular record is the only known reference to an Anthony and Regina 
Sawienski family. 

Anthony Sawineski passed away in Stróżewo in 1815. Marianna (Przybysz) Sawienski passed away in 1827, also in Stróżewo. 
Based upon the death records, Anthony was born around 1755 and Marianna around 1757. 
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1815 Death of Anthony Sawienski  
Stróżewo (Bytoń Parish) 
Full and short versions 

The witnesses were his two sons Vincent and Andrew 
His wife was listed as Marianna Przybysz 

The age of 60 years is probably accurate (estimated year of birth as 1755) 
If the 1778 marriage record is correct, it is reasonable to conclude that Anthony was born about 1758 (if he was 20 years old) 

If so, he would have been about 57 years old, which matches this death record 
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AI translation (Google Gemini) of the full record 
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1827 Death of Maryanna (Przybysz) Sawienski 
Stróżewo (Bytoń Parish) 

Vincent Sawinski was a witness 
Vincent Gebicki, who was associated the Vincent Sawienski and Margaret Zielinski family, was also a witness 

The combination of witnesses suggests this is the correct record even though the name of Marianna’s husband was not listed. 
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AI translation (Google Gemini) 

This translation provides an age of 70 years old with an estimated year of birth as 1757. 
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Present-day Catholic Church in Bytoń 
Source: Google Maps (Street View) 
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Possible Marriage Records 

Representative documents are shown below. 
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1778 Marriage between Anthony and Marianna, a widow, without surnames 
The marriage was listed for Stróżewo (Bytoń Parish) 

This marriage record is representative that not all documents during this time period included surnames. 
It is not possible to determine, whether or not, this is the correct marriage due to the absence of family information. 

Anthony Sawienski and Marianna Przybysz - Michael E. Byczek Page  of 8 26



 

AI translation (Google Gemini) 

Anthony Sawienski and Marianna Przybysz - Michael E. Byczek Page  of 9 26



 

1776 Marriage of a bride named Marianna (without surnames) 
Stróżewo (Bytoń Parish) 

This record is representative of documents that did not include surnames. 
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AI translation (Google Gemini) 
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Children of Anthony Sawienski and Marianna Przybysz 

Representative documents are shown below. 
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Andrew 

 

1779 Baptism of Andrew Sawa 
Stróżewo (Bytoń Parish) 
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Frank 

 

1783 Baptism of Frank Sawa 
Stróżewo (Bytoń Parish) 
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1788 Death of Frank Sawinow 
Stróżewo (Bytoń Parish) 
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Francisca 

 

1787 Baptism of Francisca Sawa 
Stróżewo (Bytoń Parish) 
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1788 Death of Francisca Sawinow 
Daughter of Anthony and Marianna 

Stróżewo (Bytoń Parish) 

Note: The death of Frank and Francisca both occurred in 1788 
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Vincent 

 

1789 Baptism of Vincent Sawienski 
Stróżewo (Bytoń Parish) 

The mother was identified as Regina, which is presumed to have been an error for Marianna. 
There does not seem to be any woman named Regina Sawienski in the entire Bytoń Parish at the time.  

All known records for Anthony Sawienski, during this time period, show a wife whose name was Marianna. 
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AI translation (Google Gemini) 
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1815 Marriage of Vincent Sawienski and Margaret Zielinski 
Gluszyn (Bytoń Parish) 

Vincent was listed as 26 years old (1789) and Margaret as 21 (1794), which matches their presumptive baptism records 
The marriage was listed under Gluszyn, which matches the presumptive location for the baptism of Margaret. 

Andrew Sawinski was a witness (presumed to be Vincent’s uncle) 

Vincent Sawienski’s name includes Gebicki, which was crossed out 
It is unclear whether Gebicki was intended as an alternate surname or whether it was entered in error 

Vincent Gebicki was a witness 
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AI translation (Google Gemini) with analysis of why the Gebicki surname may have been crossed out 
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1850 Marriage of Vincent Sawienski and Eva Kaczmarek 
Stróżewo (Bytoń Parish) 
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AI translation (Google Gemini) 
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1856 Death of Vincent Sawienski 
Stróżewo (Bytoń Parish) 
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AI translation (Google Gemini) 
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Additional Information 

Michael E. Byczek, an Illinois attorney and managing real estate broker, has compiled original records for genealogy since 1992. 
Research and analysis have been published on family websites for over 30 years. A project to compile comprehensive digital, 
print, and video documentaries for every direct blood ancestor began in September 2024 for accurate online genealogy. 

Anthony Sawienski and Marianna Przybysz are Michael E. Byczek’s 5x-great-grandparents. Their son Vincent Sawienski  
(4x-great-grandfather) married Margaret Zielinski in 1815 in Bytoń. Their daughter Sophia Sawienski (3x-great-grandmother) 
married Frank Januszewski in 1834 in Bytoń. Their daughter Martha Januszewski (2x-great-grandmother) married Lawrence 
Bykowski in 1871 in Swierczyn. Their son Joseph Bykowski (great-grandfather) married Margaret Piotrowski in 1907 in Witowo 
prior to settling in Chicago, IL. Their son Roman Bykowski (grandfather) arrived in the United States when he was three years 
old. The family lived in the Bucktown neighborhood. Roman married Antoinette Murzynowicz/Marynowski in 1936 at  
St. Stanislaus Kostka in the Pulaski Park neighborhood. Their daughter Betty A. Bykowski (mother) married Michael M. Byczek 
in 1974 at St. Helen’s on Augusta and Oakley in Chicago. They have two children. Michael E. Byczek is the eldest and was born 
in the Bridgeport neighborhood. 

Google Maps (Kuyavian-Pomeranian Voivodeship in north-central Poland):  

• Stróżewo is a village in the administrative district of Gmina Bytoń, within Radziejów County 
• Bytoń is a village in Radziejów County. It is the seat of the gmina called Gmina Bytoń. 
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