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Michael E. Byczek’s 4x-great-grandfather was Vincent (Wincenty) Sawienski who was the son of Anthony (Antoni) and Marianna
Sawienski. The maiden name of Vincent’s mother was not listed in any known document that pertains to him (i.e. marriage or
death records). Vincent Sawienski was from Str6zewo within the Byton Catholic Parish.

Verified church records show there was an Anthony Sawienski and Marianna Przybysz family in Str6zewo who had a son Vincent.
There appears to have been only one Anthony and Marianna Sawienski family in the entire Byton Parish even though there were
other Anthony Sawienski households. On the balance of probabilities, Przybysz was the maiden name of Vincent Sawienski’s
mother.

The difficulty with analysis of church records is that documents from this era did not always include a surname for a father and
mother or husband and wife. Records that only show first names without surnames are virtually impossible to verify.

One wedding in 1778, listed for Strozewo, was between an Anthony and Marianna without surnames. The eldest known child of
Anthony and Marianna Sawienski was born in 1779, which makes this marriage record a very strong possibility. The groom,
Anthony, was identified as the son of Joseph. Marianna was the widow of a husband named Peter. As a comparison, there was a
wedding in 1776 between an unmarried woman named Marianna and a groom whose name was similar to Barttomiej
Wronkowczyk. That Marianna was from Stréozewo and was the daughter of Barbara. Neither the mother nor daughter was
recorded with a surname.

The Sawienski surname was written with several phonetic and spelling variations, such as Sawinski, Sawa, Sawiak, Sawik,
Sowinska, and Sawinas. For genealogical purposes, Sawienski is the most accurate spelling of the surname. Early records
routinely used the surname “Sawa”. This later changed to a consistent alternation of “Sawa” and “Sawienski”.

The surname Przybysz only appears in Anthony Sawienski’s death record. Therefore, the exact spelling has not been determined
with conclusive documentation.

Anthony Sawienski and Marianna Przybysz had five known children:

Child Birth Location Notes

Andrew (Andrzej) 1779 Strézewo

Frank (Franciszek) 1783 Strozewo Died in 1788
Francisca (Franciszka) 1787 Strozewo Died in 1788
Vincent (Wincenty) 1789 Strézewo

John (Jan) Baptism not found

Their son Vincent Sawienski married Margaret (Matgorzata) Zielinski in 1815 in Byton. They are Michael E. Byczek’s 4x-great-
grandparents. The best candidate for Vincent’s baptism lists the mother’s name as Regina. The available evidence suggests that
Regina was recorded in error for Marianna because this particular record is the only known reference to an Anthony and Regina
Sawienski family.

Anthony Sawineski passed away in Strézewo in 1815. Marianna (Przybysz) Sawienski passed away in 1827, also in Strézewo.
Based upon the death records, Anthony was born around 1755 and Marianna around 1757.
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1815 Death of Anthony Sawienski
Strézewo (Byton Parish)
Full and short versions

The witnesses were his two sons Vincent and Andrew
His wife was listed as Marianna Przybysz

The age of 60 years is probably accurate (estimated year of birth as 1755)

If the 1778 marriage record is correct, it is reasonable to conclude that Anthony was born about 1758 (if he was 20 years old)

If so, he would have been about 57 years old, which matches this death record

Anthony Sawienski and Marianna Przybysz - Michael E. Byczek
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1. Entry Details
e Record Number: 3
» Margin Location: Strozewo [Struszewo]

* Jurisdiction: Bydgoszcz Department, Brzes¢ County, Byton Gmina (w Departamencie
Bydgoskim, Powiecie Brzeskim, Gminy Bytoniskiej).

+ Date & Time of Registration: January 28, 1815, at 12:00 PM (noon) (Dnia
dwudziestego 6smego Miesigca Stycznia, Roku Tysigcznego Osmsetnego
pietnastego o godzinie dwunastej w potudnie).

2. Declarants / Sons of Deceased
1. Andrzej Sawinski: Age 40 (liczacy lat czterdziesci).
2. Wincenty Sawinski: Age 36 (liczacy lat trzydziesci szesc).

* Relationship & Residence: Both recorded explicitly as sons of the deceased (synowie
Zmartego), residing in the village of Strozewo (we Wsi Struszewie zamieszkali).

3. Deceased Information
« Name: Antoni Sawinski (Antoni Sawirski)

+ Date & Time of Death: Died on January 26, 1815, at 3:00 PM (dnia dwudziestego
szostego Miesigca Stycznia, Roku biezgcego, o godzinie trzeciej przed Wieczorem).

* Place of Death: In his own home at House No. 3 in Strozewo (w Domu swoim pod
Numerem trzy, w Wsi Struszewie).

* Age at Death: 60 years old (majgcy lat Szescdziesigt) — Calculated birth year ~1755.

* Marital Status & Wife: Married (bedacy w Stanie Matzeriskim), leaving his surviving
wife Marianna née Przybysz (z Maryanng z Przybyszow).

4. Signatures & Officiant
» Closing: Read aloud to the declarants; signed by the priest alone as the witnesses
stated they could not write (Akt niniejszy Zejscia po przeczytaniu Oniego Stawajgcym
przez Nas podpisany zostat, gdyz Swiadkowie pisac nie umiejg).
 Officiating Priest/Civil Registrar: Fr. Tadeusz Zernicki, Commendam/Administrator of
Byton, exercising the duties of Civil Registrar (Xigdz Tadeusz Zernicki Komendarz
Bytoriski sprawujgcy obowigzki Urzednika Stanu Cywilnego).

Al translation (Google Gemini) of the full record
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1827 Death of Maryanna (Przybysz) Sawienski
Strozewo (Byton Parish)

Vincent Sawinski was a witness
Vincent Gebicki, who was associated the Vincent Sawienski and Margaret Zielinski family, was also a witness

The combination of witnesses suggests this is the correct record even though the name of Marianna’s husband was not listed.
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Transcription & Translation

1. Entry Details

e Record Number: No. 10

» Margin Location: Struszewo [Strozewo]
» Parish: Byton (w wsi Bytoniu)

» Date & Time of Registration: February 24, 1827, at 1:00 PM (Dnia dwudziestego
czwartego Lutego Tysigc Osmset dwudziestego Siodmego Roku, o godzinie pierwszej
po potudniu).

2. Declarants
1.  Wincenty Gebicki: Village head / mayor (Softys), age 30 (lat trzydziesci).

2. Wincenty Sawinski: Farmer / Cottager (Gospodarz), age 40 (lat czterdziesci).

» Residence: Both residing in Strozewo (Obydway z Struszewa).

3. Deceased Information
* Name: Marianna Sawinska (Maryanna Sawina)
e Status: Widow (Wdowa).

+ Date & Time of Death: February 20, 1827, at 9:00 PM (w dniu dwudziestym Miesigca i
Roku biezgcego o godzinie Dziewigtej w Nocy).

» Age at Death: 70 years old (lat Siedmdziesigt majgca) — Calculated birth year ~1757.
» Parents: Parents unknown to anyone (Corka Rodzicow nikomu niewiadomych).

¢ Surviving Children: Left behind two sons living in Strozewo: Wincenty and Jan
(pozostawita po sobie dwoch Synow w Struszewie Wincentego i Jana).

4. Signatures & Officiant

* Closing: Read aloud to the declarants; signed by the priest alone as the witnesses
stated they could not write (Akt ten Stawajgcym zostat przeczytany i przez nas tylko
podpisany gdyz Swiadkowie pisac nie umiejg).

« Officiating Priest: Fr. Maksymilian Gilowski, Vicar/Administrator of Byton Parish (X. M.
Gilowski Ksp. Par. Bytoniskiej).

Al translation (Google Gemini)

This translation provides an age of 70 years old with an estimated year of birth as 1757.
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Present-day Catholic Church in Byton
Source: Google Maps (Street View)
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Possible Marriage Records

Representative documents are shown below.
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1778 Marriage between Anthony and Marianna, a widow, without surnames
The marriage was listed for Strézewo (Byton Parish)

This marriage record is representative that not all documents during this time period included surnames.
It is not possible to determine, whether or not, this is the correct marriage due to the absence of family information.
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3. English Translation

"In the same year on the 23rd day of October, after three banns were
previously announced on the same Sunday days during the solemn Parish
Mass to the people assembled for Divine worship in the face of the
Church, no canonical impediment having been detected, I who above
ratified the marriage between the working-class Anthony, son of Joseph,
a youth [bachelor], and Marianna, the surviving widow of Peter, whom I
solemnly questioned by words regarding their mutual consent, and
having obtained it, joined them. The witnesses were the brothers Peter,
Mathias, and Thomas Kapsilski [or Kapalaki], and many others."

Al translation (Google Gemini)
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1776 Marriage of a bride named Marianna (without surnames)
Strézewo (Byton Parish)

This record is representative of documents that did not include surnames.
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3. English Translation

"In the same year on the 23rd day of September, by virtue of an Indult
from the Most Illustrious and Reverend Lord Jan z Debowej Serpakowski,
Suffragan and Official of Wtoctawek, which is attached to the parish
books, I, Adalbert Sioszyniski, C.P.L., blessed the marriage between the
working-class Barttomiej Wronkowczyk, a widower from Chwaliszewo, and
Marianna, a maiden [spinster], daughter of Barbara from Strozewo, whom,
after the solemn Parish Mass to the people assembled for Divine worship
in the face of the Church, I solemnly questioned by words regarding
their mutual consent, and having obtained it, with no canonical
impediment detected, I joined them. Present were the Honest Sebastian, a
Miller, Walenty Siciliano [or Sciliano], Sawinski, Barttomiej, an Innkeeper,
and several others."

Al translation (Google Gemini)
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Children of Anthony Sawienski and Marianna Przybysz

Representative documents are shown below.
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1779 Baptism of Andrew Sawa
Strézewo (Byton Parish)
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Frank

1783 Baptism of Frank Sawa
Strozewo (Byton Parish)
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1788 Death of Frank Sawinow
Stréozewo (Byton Parish)
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1787 Baptism of Francisca Sawa
Strézewo (Byton Parish)

)

Anthony Sawienski and Marianna Przybysz - Michael E. Byczek Page 16 of 26



‘.(’“)') S\

1788 Death of Francisca Sawinow
Daughter of Anthony and Marianna
Strézewo (Byton Parish)

Note: The death of Frank and Francisca both occurred in 1788
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1789 Baptism of Vincent Sawienski
Strézewo (Byton Parish)

The mother was identified as Regina, which is presumed to have been an error for Marianna.

There does not seem to be any woman named Regina Sawienski in the entire Byton Parish at the time.
All known records for Anthony Sawienski, during this time period, show a wife whose name was Marianna.
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2. English Translation

» Location/ Village: Strozewo (House No. 26)

» Baptism Date: July 13 (Eodem die 13 Julii)

e Birth Date: July 12 (natum 12th Julii)

e Child: Wincenty (Vincentium)
Parents:

e Father: Antoni Sawinski (Antoni ... Sawinskich)

» Mother: Regina Sawinska (Regina Sawirskich)

» Status: Legitimate Spouses (L.C. / Legitimorum Conjugum)

Godparents (Patrini):

1. Andrzej Kulczycki: A youth/bachelor (Juvenis) from Morzyce.

2. Katarzyna Kapelowa: Married woman (Kapelowa = wife of Kapela) from Strozewo.

Al translation (Google Gemini)
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1815 Marriage of Vincent Sawienski and Margaret Zielinski
Gluszyn (Byton Parish)

Vincent was listed as 26 years old (1789) and Margaret as 21 (1794), which matches their presumptive baptism records
The marriage was listed under Gluszyn, which matches the presumptive location for the baptism of Margaret.

Andrew Sawinski was a witness (presumed to be Vincent’s uncle)
Vincent Sawienski’s name includes Gebicki, which was crossed out

It is unclear whether Gebicki was intended as an alternate surname or whether it was entered in error
Vincent Gebicki was a witness
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2. English Translation

* Location / Parish: Gtuszyn (de Gtuszyn)
» Date: November 19, 1815 (Anno Domini 1815, 19th day of November)

» Officiant Clause: "I, [the undersigned priest], having announced three banns on
consecutive feast days and Sundays, and with no canonical impediment standing in
the way, blessed the marriage contracted between..."

Groom:

* Name: Wincenty Gebicki [alias] Sawinski (Vincentium Gebicki Sawiriski)
» Status: Working-class / Laborer (Laboriosus), Youth / Bachelor (Juvenem)

» Age: 26 years old (calculated birth year ~1789)

Bride:

* Name: Matgorzata Zielinska (Margarittam Zieliriska)
» Status: Virgin / Maiden (Virginem)
* Age: 21years old (calculated birth year ~1794)

Witnesses:

1.  Wincenty Ggbicki: Laborer, age 20.

2. Andrzej Sawinski: Laborer, age 46 (born ~1769; likely an uncle, elder brother, or
father/relative).

3. Augustyn Pawtowski: Laborer, age 50.

Residence: All residing in Gtuszyn (Omnes de Gtuszyn).

Al translation (Google Gemini) with analysis of why the Gebicki surname may have been crossed out

» The Alias/ Interchangeable Surname (Gebicki / Sawinski): The priest explicitly
recorded the groom as Vincentium Gebicki Sawiriski. In late 18th/early 19th-century
Prussian-partition and Congress Poland records, families often carried an alias or
farm name (vel / alias), where Gebiak / Gebicki and Sawinski were used
interchangeably depending on the village or parish recorder.
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1850 Marriage of Vincent Sawienski and Eva Kaczmarek
Strozewo (Byton Parish)
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1. Entry Details

* Record Number: 4
+ Margin Location: Strozewo [Strozewo]
« Parish: Byton (w wsi Bytoniu)

« Date & Time: June 11, 1850, at 8:00 AM (Dnia jedenastego Czerwca Tysigc Osmset
Piecdziesigtego roku o godzinie o$méj rano).

2. Witnesses

1. Tomasz Gotebieski: Day laborer (wyrobnik), age 32, residing in Morzyce.

2. Marcin Smitek: Shepherd (owczarz), age 50, residing in Strézewo.

+ Both recorded as Catholics (obydwdch Katolikow).

3. Groom

« Name: Wincenty Sawa [Sawinski]
* Age: 62 years old (lat szescdziesigt dwa majgcym) — Calculated birth year ~1788.
« Status: Widower (wdowcem).

« Deceased Prior Spouse: Matgorzata née Zielinska Sawa, who died in Strézewo on
April 20, 1843 (po zmartéj w Strozewie na dniu dwudziestym Kwietnia tysigc
osmsetnego czterdziestego trzeciego roku zonie Matgorzacie z Zieliriskich Sawa).

« Parents: Son of Antoni and Marianna née Sawow [Sawinskich] (synem Antoniego i

Marianny z Sawow).

« Birthplace & Residence: Born and residing in Strozewo (urodzonym i zamieszkatym w
Strozewie).

4. Bride

+ Name: Ewa Wrosinska née Karczmarek (Ewa z Karczmarkow Wrosinska)
* Age: 50 years old (lat piecdziesigt majgca) — Calculated birth year ~1800.
« Status: Widow (wdowa).

« Deceased Prior Spouse: Her late husband Kazimierz Wrosinski, who died in
Strozewo on August 10 of last year [1849] (po zmartym w Strézewie na dniu
dziesigtym Sierpnia roku zesztego mezu Kazimierzu Wrosinskim).

« Parents: Daughter of Stanistaw and Jadwiga née Kotek [Kotkow] Karczmarek
(corka Stanistawa i Jadwigi z Kotkéw Karczmarkow).

« Birthplace & Residence: Born in Dgby Krélewskie, now residing in Strozewo
(urodzong w Debach Krolewskich, no teraz w Strozewie mieszkatg).

5. Formalities & Officiant

« Banns: Published in Byton Parish on May 12, 19, and 26, 1850.

« Prenuptial Agreement: No prenuptial agreement was made (Umowy przedslubnéj
nie zawarli).

« Signatures: Read aloud; signed by the priest alone as the parties and witnesses could
not write.

« Officiant: Fr. Wojciech Szczepanski, Administrator of Byton Parish (X. Wojciech
Szczepariski Komendarz Bytoriski).

Al translation (Google Gemini)
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1856 Death of Vincent Sawienski
Strézewo (Byton Parish)
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1. Entry Details

¢ Record Number: 50
» Margin Location: Strozew [Strozewo]
e Parish: Byton (w wsi Bytoniu)

» Date & Time of Registration: November 3, 1856, at 1:00 PM (Dnia trzeciego Listopada
Tysigc osSmset piecdziesigtego szostego roku o godzinie pierwszej po potudniu).

2. Informants / Witnesses

1. Michat Lewandowski: Plowman / Farmhand (forys), age 40 (lat czterdziesci).

2. Tomasz Gotebieski: Lodger / Tenant laborer (komornik), age 35 (lat trzydziesci piec).

» Residence: Both residing in Strozewo (obydwaj z Strozewa).

3. Deceased Information

» Name: Wincenty Sawczak [Sawinski / Sawa] (Wincenty Sawczak)

» Age at Death: 80 years old (lat oSmset [osmdziesigt] liczacy) — The priest wrote a
classic slip of the pen ("eight hundred" instead of "eighty"), but intended age 80.

e Birthplace: Born in Strozewo (urodzony w Strozewie).

e Parents: Son of unknown parents (syn niewiadomych rodzicow—common when local
informants report the death of an elderly resident).

» Date & Time of Death: Died on October 31, 1856, at 12:00 AM (midnight) (w dniu
trzydziestym pierwszym Pazdziernika roku biezgcego o godzinie dwunastej w nocy).

* Place of Death: Strozewo (w Strozewie).
e Surviving Family:
» Widowed wife: Ewa (zostawiwszy po sobie owdowiatg Zone Ewe).

» Surviving Children: Wincenty, Marianna, Rozalia, and Agata (dzieci Wincentego,
Maryanne, Rozalie, Agate).

4. Signatures & Officiant

¢ Closing: After visual confirmation of Wincenty's death, this act was read aloud to the
illiterate informants and signed by the priest alone.

« Officiating Priest: Fr. [A.] Kierski, Pastor (X. Kierski proboszcz).

Al translation (Google Gemini)

Anthony Sawienski and Marianna Przybysz - Michael E. Byczek Page 25 of 26



Additional Information

Michael E. Byczek, an Illinois attorney and managing real estate broker, has compiled original records for genealogy since 1992.
Research and analysis have been published on family websites for over 30 years. A project to compile comprehensive digital,
print, and video documentaries for every direct blood ancestor began in September 2024 for accurate online genealogy.

Anthony Sawienski and Marianna Przybysz are Michael E. Byczek’s 5x-great-grandparents. Their son Vincent Sawienski
(4x-great-grandfather) married Margaret Zielinski in 1815 in Byton. Their daughter Sophia Sawienski (3x-great-grandmother)
married Frank Januszewski in 1834 in Byton. Their daughter Martha Januszewski (2x-great-grandmother) married Lawrence
Bykowski in 1871 in Swierczyn. Their son Joseph Bykowski (great-grandfather) married Margaret Piotrowski in 1907 in Witowo
prior to settling in Chicago, IL. Their son Roman Bykowski (grandfather) arrived in the United States when he was three years
old. The family lived in the Bucktown neighborhood. Roman married Antoinette Murzynowicz/Marynowski in 1936 at

St. Stanislaus Kostka in the Pulaski Park neighborhood. Their daughter Betty A. Bykowski (mother) married Michael M. Byczek
in 1974 at St. Helen’s on Augusta and Oakley in Chicago. They have two children. Michael E. Byczek is the eldest and was born
in the Bridgeport neighborhood.

Google Maps (Kuyavian-Pomeranian Voivodeship in north-central Poland):

* Strozewo is a village in the administrative district of Gmina Byton, within Radziejow County
* Byton is a village in Radziejow County. It is the seat of the gmina called Gmina Byton.
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